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time eaten [porridge of] spelt there, in the presence of the
Provincial Minister and the guests.
But the four brethren aforesaid, proceeding to London,
abode with the Friars Preachers, who received them kindly,
and with whom they dwelt fifteen days, eating and drinking
of what was set before them as most familiar guests.    Then
they hired for themselves a house in Cornhill, wherein they
built  cells, stuffing the partitions  with  grass.    Here they
dwelt in their first simplicity until the next summer, without
any chapel, for as yet they had no privilege of setting up an
altar and celebrating divine service.    Here did  the sweet
Lord Jesus sow that grain of mustard-seed which afterwards
became greater than all herbs,    (p. 10.)   It is worthy of note
that, in the thirty-second year from the advent of the Friars
Minor to England, the brethren living in the English province
were numbered at 1,242, in forty-nine friaries.
The first to be received was a youth of great promise,
pre-eminent In bodily beauty, brother Solomon, He was
wont to tell rne that, while he was yet a novice, the care of
the temporal things was committed unto him, and he went
to beg alms at his sister's house. She, bringing him a loaf,
turned away her face, and said " Cursed be the hour that I
ever set eyes on thee I" but he took the bread cheerfully and
went his way. He kept so strictly to the prescribed form of
extreme poverty, that he sometimes suffered so from cold as
to seem on the point of death; and the brethren, having no
other means of warming him, were inspired by holy charity
to excogitate a pious subtlety; for they all gathered together
and warmed him by pressing him to their bosom, as her litter
lieth about a sow. [One day] the brethren ate at the table of
the Archbishop and came home barefoot to the Canterbury
friary, through snow so deep that all who saw it shuddered
to see them go. After this [brother Solomon] was taken
with an infirmity of one foot, whereof he lay sick in London
for two years, so that he could scarce move from place to
place but If another would bear him. In this infirmity he
AV, then white* and then fancy breads such as siranel, mauchet, etc.    See RUey,
Memorials of London^ p. 644.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